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October 28, 2015 

 

Dear Parents/Guardians: 

 

During the launch of Richmond Community Schools 1:1 technology initiative several safety 

measures were put in place to aid in keeping your student safe.  One of these measures was to 

block the website YouTube.  While YouTube does contain questionable material for our students, 

it can also be an incredibly useful resource for our school.  There are a wealth of resources from a 

wide variety of sources, including the Smithsonian Institution, The Massachusetts Institute of 

Technology, UC Berkeley, PBS, TEDTalks, and amazing educational videos from Kahn 

Academy.   

 

Kahn Academy is the sole source provider of SAT approved test preparation materials.  With the 

change in college entrance exams in the State of Michigan, Richmond Community Schools wants 

to make sure we properly prepare our students for the SAT.  In order to access the Kahn Academy 

test preparation materials along with thousands of other educational videos, the district has decided 

to make YouTube available for students in grades 9-12 beginning Monday, November 9, 2015.   

 

As a partner in your child’s education, we wanted to inform you of this decision.  YouTube will 

be closely monitored by teachers while students are in class.  The acceptable use policy that parents 

and students signed at the beginning of the school year will still be enforced.  The policy explicitly 

states that “Use of the Educational Technology is a privilege, not a right. The District’s 

Technology, including its Internet connection and online educational services, is provided for 

educational purposes only. Unauthorized and inappropriate use will result in a cancellation of 

this privilege and possible further disciplinary action.”  It is important to note that it is possible 

for inappropriate content to sometimes show in the search results.  The expectation, if that happens, 

is that students will report it to their teacher or administrator.   

 

Thank you again for the privilege of educating your child.  We look forward to our continued 

partnership.  If you have any questions or concerns regarding the use of YouTube please contact 

Ms. Michon or myself. 

 

Yours in education, 

 
Brian J. Walmsley, Ed.S.   Anthony E. Birkmeier 

Superintendent of Schools   Director of Curriculum and Educational Services 


